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In an age when the majority of speeding tickets seem to be written for revenue rather than safety, 
we probably shouldn't be surprised that things have come to this. 

Is your local police department a little short on funding? No problem. Just call in the secret tax 
collectors. 

In the case of Stow, that's an outfit called Cost Recovery Corp., a group of creative capitalists who 
bill themselves as ``an alternative funding source.'' 

The word euphemism comes to mind -- you know, a term that's specifically designed to draw your 
attention away from the real meaning. Like ``value packages'' added to new cars by dealers. 

What the folks at Cost Recovery Corp. are really doing is imposing an unauthorized tax on people 
involved in traffic accidents. 

Among those who found out the hard way is Alex Patterson. 

As Beacon Journal writer Paula Schleis reported, Patterson, 18, was involved in a fender bender. 
He was at fault. But he did the right thing after doing the wrong thing: pulled out his cell phone and 
called the police. 

The police cited him, and he ended up paying a $125 fine. Fair enough. People make mistakes. No 
injuries. Case closed. 

But then he got a surprise in the mail. The city of Stow informed him that he owed $38.08 for the 
time it took the policeman to investigate the accident. . .and $209.44 for, well, let's say gasoline and 
wear-and-tear on the patrol car. . .and, what the heck, $28.56 for miscellaneous paperwork. 

Suddenly, Patterson's $125 fine was $400. 

Stow initially claimed that was fair because insurance companies pick up those sorts of things. 

Nope. Hardly ever. 

Young Alex wasn't the only one appalled. Stow residents made enough noise this week that the 
mayor has put the program on hold. City Council will take another look during a Sept. 11 meeting of 
the Roads and Safety Committee. 

Among those urging the program's repeal will be Ward 4 Councilwoman Mary Bednar, who took 
office Jan. 1, three months after the legislation passed on a unanimous vote. 

``It's one of those things that looks good on paper but just doesn't work in the real world,'' she says. 
``As one (person) said, it's kind of like Chevy Chase on Christmas Vacation when he got the Jello of 
the Month.'' 



Not that Bednar wants to crucify last year's council. After talking to some members who voted for it, 
she believes they were given ``misleading information.'' 

But now, she says, it's time to right a wrong. 

Stow's police chief, Lou Dirker, was the person who arranged for Cost Recovery to make its slick 
pitch to City Council. Dirker is a good guy and a pro. He is just trying to make ends meet. But 
helping his department in this manner is like imposing a tax levy without a vote. 

There's nothing wrong with charging a homeowner after his faulty alarm system has sent out two or 
three false alarms. That's an ongoing drain on a city's resources. Besides, the homeowner has 
been given a chance to fix his faulty technology. By contrast, the people involved in traffic accidents 
generally don't get much advance notice. 

The American Automobile Association is horrified as well. 

``What it amounts to is double taxation,'' says Brian Newbacher, regional spokesman for the AAA. 

Next thing you know, some outside company will come rolling into town promising to make our 
children safe by installing a bunch of automated speed cameras in school zones. Or near school 
zones. Or kinda near school zones. 

And a local municipality will start out really, really interested in safety, charging $150 to $250 per 
ticket. . .but then decide they're not that interested in safety, and drop the fine to $35 . . . but then 
take a renewed interest in safety and raise the fine to $100 -- but only after a two-week back-to-
school sale in which the kids are worth only $35. 

 

Bob Dyer's column appears every Friday. He can be reached at 330-996-3580 or 
bdyer@thebeaconjournal.com. 


